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Algebra 3 Direct Instruction Essential Standards 
 

                Course Description 
The Special Education department course descriptions mirror those of the corresponding academic areas.             
These courses make adaptations for students with adaptations, accommodations, and modifications made            
as necessary. In some cases, direct instruction courses use adjusted essential standards. The direct              
instruction standards below represent those for Algebra 3. 

 
 
 

Essential Standards  
1. Student will use critical thinking to employ the order of operations in order to model and evaluate 

real world problems involving real numbers, all four operations, and powers. 
2. Given an algebraic expression and equivalent variables, student will substitute in values and 

evaluate the expression on an assessment. 
3. Given a one-step or two-step equation composed of integers, fractions, or decimals student will 

solve for a variable using the inverse operations. 
4. Given a multi-step equation composed of integers, fractions, or decimals student will solve for a 

variable using the inverse operations. 
5. Given a graphical or table representation of a line, the equation of a line, or an ordered pair, 

student will identify given information and graph or plot the information on a coordinate plane. 
6. Given a system of equations, student will be able to graph the system of equations and find the 

solution using graphing, elimination, or substitution. 
7. Given an inequality and number line, student will solve for a variable (if needed) and plot the 

inequality and its solution(s) on the number line. 
8. Given an absolute value equation or inequality, student will solve for the identified variable. 
9. Given a system of inequalities on a written assessment, student will be able to graph the system of 

inequalities with proper shading and a checkpoint. 
10. Given a power or algebraic expression involving powers, student will identify the components of 

the power and evaluate the power by multiplying, dividing, and taking the power of a power.  
11. Given 1 or more polynomials, student will identify the polynomial by name, evaluate it using all 

main operations, and factor the polynomial. 
12. Given a quadratic equation, student will be able to successfully graph and solve for an identified 

variable. 
13. Given a radical expression or algebraic expression involving radicals, student will be evaluate and 

simplify the expression. 
14. Given a radical equation composed of integers, fractions, or decimals student will solve for an 

identified variable using the inverse operations. 
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